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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

2. Claims 1,3,4,7,10,16,20,21,22, and 25 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dharmarajan et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,374,148 hereinafter Dharmarajan). 



3. Referring to claim 1, Dharmarajan teaches a system 
comprising : 

a portable computer including a keyboard, a display, a 
housing, a computer electrical connector and a computer 
mechanical connector (see lines 37-4 9 of column 6 and item 
labeled 30 in figure 4; Note item 30 is both a mechanical and 
electrical connector) ; 

a recorded media storage and playback device including a 
housing, a speaker (see lines 40-50 of column 7), a storage and 
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playback device electrical connector configured to mate with the 
computer electrical connector and a storage and playback device 
mechanical connector configured to mate with the computer 
mechanical connector (see item labeled 20' in figure 4); 

the computer electrical connector, computer mechanical 
connector, storage and playback device electrical connector and 
storage and playback device mechanical connector being arranged 
such that the computer electrical connector with mate with the 
storage and playback device electrical connector when the 
computer mechanical connector mates with the storage and 
playback device mechanical connector (see item labeled 30 in 
figure 4 and lines 37-49 of column 6) . 

4. Referring to claim 3, Dharmarajan teaches the portable 
computer housing includes a first housing portion and a second 
housing portion pivotable relative to the first housing portion 
between an open position and a closed position (see item labeled 
10 in figure 1) . 

5. Referring to claim 4, Dharmarajan teaches the keyboard is 
mounted on the first housing portion and the display is mounted 
on the second housing portion (see item labeled 10 in figure 1) . 
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6. Referring to system claims 7 and 25, Dharmarajan teaches 
the recorded media storage and playback device comprises a 
digital storage medium (see item labeled 88 in figure 4) and a 
digital decoder (see lines 26-50 of column 8) . 

7. Referring to claim 10, Dharmarajan teaches the computer 
housing is connected to the storage and playback device housing 
when the computer mechanical connector mates with the storage 
and playback device mechanical connector (see lines 37-49 of 
column 6 and item labeled 30 in figure 4) . 

8. Referring to claim 16, Dharmarajan teaches a portable 
recorded media storage and playback device or use with a 
portable computer having a computer mechanical connector and a 
computer electrical connector, the portable media recording and 
playback device comprising: 

a housing (see item labeled 20 in figure 1) ; 

a speaker (see item labeled 18 in figure 1) ; 

a storage and playback device electrical connector 
configured to mate with the computer electrical connector (see 
lines 37-49 of column 6 and item labeled 30 in figure 4); 
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a storage and playback device mechanical connector 
configured to mate with the computer mechanical connector (see 
lines 37-49 of column 6 and item labeled 30 in figure 4); 

the storage and playback device electrical connector and 
storage and playback device mechanical connector being arranged 
such that the computer electrical connector will mate with the 
storage and playback device electrical connector when the 
computer mechanical connector mates with the storage and 
playback device mechanical connector (see lines 37-49 of column 
6 and item labeled 30 in figure 4) . 

9. Referring to claim 20, Dharmarajan teaches the storage and 
playback device mechanical connector comprises at least one 
housing aperture (see lines 37-49 of column 6 and item labeled 
30 in figure 4) . 

10. Referring to claim 21, Dharmarajan teaches a system 
comprising: 

a portable computer including a housing, a keyboard, a 
display and a computer electrical connector (see lines 37-49 of 
column 6 and item labeled 30 in figure 4); 

a recorded media storage and playback device including a 
housing, a speaker and a media storage and playback device 
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electrical connector (see lines 40-50 of column 7 and item 
labeled 20' in figure 4); 

the portable computer and recorded media storage and 
playback device being respectively configured such that the 
recorded media storage and playback device is fixedly mountable 
on or within the portable computer and, when so mounted, the 
computer electrical connector will mate with the media storage 
and playback device electrical connector (see lines 37-49 of 
column 6 and item labeled 30 in figure 4). 

11. Referring to claim 22, Dharmarajan teaches the portable 
computer housing defines an exterior and the recorded media 
storage and playback device is mountable on the exterior of the 
housing (see figure 1) . 

12. Claims 11 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Leung (U.S. Patent No. 5,293,300). 

13. Referring to claim 11, Leung discloses a portable computer 
comprising : 

a main housing (see lines 27-47 of column 1) ; 
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a keyboard and display associated with the main housing 
(see lines 27-47 of column 1; Note "computer body" is 
interpreted as the keyboard and display) ; 

a handle associated with the main housing and including an 
electrical connecter and a mechanical connector (see lines 27-47 
of column 1) ; 

14. Referring to claim 13, Leung discloses a portable computer 
wherein the mechanical connector comprises a latch that is 
biased to a lock position (see lines 12-26 if column 2) . 

15. Referring to claim 14, Leung disclose a latch including a 
button that when depressed moves the latch to an unlock position 
(see lines 27-46 of column 1) . 

16. Referring to claim 15, Leung discloses that the handle 
defines a surface that faces away from the main housing and the 
electrical connector and mechanical connector are associated 
with the surface (see figure 7) . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

17. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

18. Claim 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dharmarajan in view of Freadman (U.S. Patent 
No 6,263,381) . 

19. Referring to claim 2, Dharmarajan fails to disclose the 
electrical connector comprises a USB connector. 

Freadman discloses a peripheral device that electrically 
connects to a computer housing wherein the electrical connection 
comprises a USB connection (see lines 45-64 of column 1) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
apparatus of Leung with the teaching of Freadman such that the 
electrical connection comprises a USB connection. Freadman 
suggest that the use of USB connector allows for distribution of 
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power without the need for a separate power supply attachment 
(see lines 61-64 of column 1) . 

20. Claims 5,9,23, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Dharmarajan in view of Adams et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,017,106 hereinafter "Adams"). 

21. Referring to system claims 5 and 24, Dharmarajan fails to 
teach the computer housing including a handle and the computer 
electrical connector and the computer mechanical connector are 
both associated with the handle. 

Adams teaches a portable computer housing with a handle 
that can be attached to a portion of the computer that would 
normally mechanically and electrically interface with electrical 
devices thus being associated with the respective connectors 
(see lines 30-63 of column 2) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
system of Dharmarajan with the teachings of Adams such that the 
computer housing comprises a handle and the computer electrical 
connector and the computer mechanical connector are both 
associated with the handle. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to make the modification in order to 
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provide an easy and convenient way to carry a portable computer 
that were designed without handles as suggested by Adams (see 
lines 23-27 of column 2) . 

22. Referring to system claims 9 and 23, Dharmarajan fails to 
teach the computer mechanical connector comprising a latch and 
the storage and playback device mechanical connection comprises 
a latch aperture. 

Adams discloses the mechanical connections are latches and 
latch apertures (see lines 51-63 of column 2) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
system of Dharmarajan with the teachings of Adams such that the 
mechanical connections comprise a latch and latch aperture 
because latches provide a secure connection, but is easily 
removable as suggested by Adams (see lines 23-27 of column 2) . 

23. Claims 8,17, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Dharmarajan in view of Kim (U.S. Patent 
No. 6, 181550) . 

24. Referring to claim 8, Dharmarajan discloses a pair of 
speakers (see items labeled 18 in figure 1) but fails to 
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disclose the speakers being movable between respective storage 
positions and use positions. 

Kim teaches an analogous system wherein the speakers are 
movable between respective storage positions and use positions 
(see lines 36-54 of column 5) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
system of Dharmarajan with the teachings of Kim such that the 
speakers are movable between respective storage positions and 
use positions. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention would have been motivated to make such 
modification in order to hide the speakers when they are not in 
use . 

25. Referring to claim 17 and 18, Dharmarajan fails to disclose 
the device further comprises a pair of slidable arms on which 
the speakers are mounted, the slidable arms being movable 
between respective storage positions substantially within the 
housing and respective use positions outside the housing and 
wherein the slidable arms are flexible, have a preset curvature 
and, when in the use position extend perpendicular to the 
housing . 
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Kim discloses the device further comprises a pair of 
slidable arms on which the speakers are mounted, the slidable 
arms being movable between respective storage positions 
substantially within the housing and respective use positions 
outside the housing and wherein the slidable arms are flexible, 
have a preset curvature and, when in the use position extend 
perpendicular to the housing (see figures 10 and 11 and lines 
36-54 of column 5) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
system of Dharmarajan with the teachings of Kim such it 
comprises the slidable arms described above. One of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention would 
have been motivated to make such modification in order to hide 
the speakers when they are not in use. 

26. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dharmarajan in view of Chuang (U.S. Patent No. 
6, 377, 534) . 

27. Referring to claim 19, Dharmarajan discloses the portable 
recorded media storage and playback device wherein the housing 
comprises a first side and a second side opposite the first side 
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and the storage and playback device electrical connector is 
associated with the first side (see item labeled 20 in figure 
1) . 

Dharmarajan fails to teach a control panel associated with 
the second side of the housing, however Dharmarajan does 
disclose a CD-ROM disk drive within the housing (see lines 52-63 
of column 2) . 

Chuang teaches a CD-ROM disk drive with a control panel 
(see abstract) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
system of Dharmarajan such that it comprises the CD-ROM disk 
drive with control panel of Chuang such that the CD-ROM's can be 
loaded and unloaded from the drive simply by pushing a button on 
the control panel. 

28. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dharmarajan in view of Adams as applied to 
claim 5 above and further in view of Quistgaard et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,569, 101) . 
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29. Referring to claim 6, the combination of Dharmarajan and 
Adams fail to teach the storage and playback device defining a 
portion of the handle . 

Quistgaard teaches an analogous system wherein speakers and 
a housing define a portion of the handle (see lines 65-67 of 
column 5 and lines 1-3 of column 6) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
combination of Dharmarajan and Adams such that the storage and 
playback device comprise a portion of the handle. Quistgaard 
suggests this modification would enhance the sound quality 
because the handle will act as a sound chamber (see lines 65-67 
of column 5) . 

30. Claim 26 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dharmarajan in view of Adams as applied to 
claim 5 above and further in view of Kim. 

31. Referring to claim 26, Dharmarajan teaches a system 
comprising : 

a portable computer including a main housing, a display 
housing pivotable relative to the main housing between an open 
position and a closed position, a keyboard associated with the 
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main housing, a display associated with the display housing (see 
item labeled 10 in figure 1); 

a recorded media storage and playback device including a 
housing, a digital storage medium, a storage and playback device 
electrical connector configured to mate with the computer 
electrical connector (see item labeled 20 in figure 4); 

the computer electrical connector, storage and playback 
electrical connector and the storage and playback housing being 
arranged such that the computer electrical connector will mate 
with the storage and playback device electrical connector (see 
item labeled 30 in figure 4). 

Dharmarajan fails to teach the main housing having a handle 
and a computer electrical connector mounted on the handle and a 
computer latch device mounted on the handle. 

Adams teaches a portable computer housing with a handle 
that can be attached to a portion of the computer that would 
normally mechanically and electrically interface with electrical 
devices thus being associated with the respective connectors 
(see lines 30-63 of column 2) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
system of Dharmarajan with the teachings of Adams such that the 
computer housing comprises a handle and the computer electrical 
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connector and the computer mechanical connector are both 
associated with the handle. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to make the modification in order to 
provide an easy and convenient way to carry a portable computer 
that were designed without handles as suggested by Adams (see 
lines 23-27 of column 2) . 

The combination of Dharmarajan and Adams fails to teach a 
pair of arms movable between respective storage positions 
substantially within the housing and respective use position 
substantially outside the housing and a pair of speakers mounted 
on the arms. 

Kim discloses the device further comprises a pair of 
slidable arms on which the speakers are mounted, the slidable 
arms being movable between respective storage positions 
substantially within the housing and respective use positions 
outside the housing and wherein the slidable arms are flexible, 
have a preset curvature and, when in the use position extend 
perpendicular to the housing (see figures 10 and 11 and lines 
36-54 of column 5) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
combination of Dharmarajan and Adams with the teachings of Kim 
such it comprises the slidable arms described above. One of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's 
invention would have been motivated to make such modification in 
order to hide the speakers when they are not in use. 

32. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Leung in view of Freadman (U.S. Patent No. 
6, 263, 381) . 

33. Referring to claim 12, Leung fails to disclose the 
electrical connector comprises a USB connector. 

Freadman discloses a peripheral device that electrically 
connects to a computer housing wherein the electrical connection 
comprises a USB connection (see lines 45-64 of column 1) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
apparatus of Leung with the teaching of Freadman such that the 
electrical connection comprises a USB connection. Freadman 
suggest that the use of USB connector allows for distribution of 
power without the need for a separate power supply attachment 
(see lines 61-64 of column 1) . 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is 
reminded that in amending in response to a rejection of claims, 
the patentable novelty must be clearly shown in view of the 
state of the art disclosed by the references cited and the 
objections made. Applicant must also show how the amendments 
avoid such references and objections. See 37 CFR § 1.111(c). 

The following references are cited to further show the 
state of the art as it pertains to a detachable handle for 
portable computers : 

U.S. Patent No. 6,043,976 to Su 

U.S. Patent No. 5,845,978 to Jung 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Eron J 
Sorrell whose telephone number is 703 305-7800. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00AM - 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jeffery A Gaff in can be 
reached on 703 308-3301. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
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are 703 746-7239 for regular communications and 703 746-7238 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703 305-3900. 



EJS 

August 21, 2003 
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